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Verdict

Winning Hypothesis: The market is right: The current decline in gold is not a temporary neutralization of the classical
narrative 'gold rises during war, but a rational price re-evaluation process based on fundamental macro fundamentals
like rising real interest rates and dollar strength. Solid employment data (ICSA: 202,000) delays Fed rate cuts, keeping
real interest rates (T10Y2Y) high and continuously increasing the opportunity cost of non-interest-bearing gold.
Therefore, even with war risks, gold's further correction (testing 4,800 dollars downside) is a result correctly reflected by
the market under a 'Risk-on Drag' environment where the dollar is preferred as the sole safe-haven asset, and central
bank buying is insufficient to revive upward momentum, only preventing a crash.

Market participants judge that the opportunity cost of gold has surged due to receding Fed rate cut
expectations and rising real interest rates. Despite the outbreak of war, dollar strength and capital
flight from safe-haven assets are perceived as the dominant trends. Especially with gold prices
plunging in the 4,800~5,000 dollar range, breaking the classical notion of 'gold rises during war,' the
prevailing view is that dollar preference due to Risk-on sentiment is dominant in the short term.

This is a correct judgment. The decisive evidence is that ICSA (Initial Claims) at 202,000 shows the labor market
is still solid, with no clear weakness signals to force a rapid Fed rate cut, and upward pressure on high real
interest rates (T10Y2Y: 0.51%) continues. The invalidation condition of the previous judgment, 'ICSA exceeding
240,000 for 2 consecutive weeks,' did not occur. Rather, the 1-month return of GOLD (-9.81%) and the high level
of US10Y (up 4.03%) suggest that the opportunity cost of gold remains high. Poor consumer sentiment
(UMCSENT: 56.6) raises recession concerns, but at this point, it is interpreted as an insufficient signal to drive a
gold price rebound compared to solid employment data and rising real interest rates, confirming that the
market is correctly reflecting a rational correction of gold due to 'rising real interest rates and dollar strength.'

Action: GOLD underweight and DXY overweight
Invalidation: If ICSA (Initial Claims) exceeds 240,000 for the next 2 consecutive weeks

Macro Picture

Regime: risk_on_drag
Key Themes: Increased opportunity cost due to rising real interest rates, Temporary neutralization of safe-haven
asset function, Downside rigidity due to central bank purchases

Dominant Narrative: Market participants judge that the opportunity cost of gold has surged due to receding Fed
rate cut expectations and rising real interest rates. Despite the outbreak of war, dollar strength and capital flight
from safe-haven assets are perceived as the dominant trends. Especially with gold prices plunging in the
4,800~5,000 dollar range, breaking the classical notion of 'gold rises during war,' the prevailing view is that dollar
preference due to Risk-on sentiment is dominant in the short term.

Reality: As of February 2026, poor consumer sentiment (UMCSENT: 56.6) and a normalizing yield curve (T10Y2Y:
0.51) suggest upward pressure on real interest rates rather than slowing inflation, acting as selling pressure on non-
interest-bearing gold. However, solid employment data (ICSA: 202,000) and continuous gold reserve expansion by
central banks like China form a strong downside support level near 4,800 dollars, making a correction more likely
than a complete collapse.




Hypotheses

A (Market Right)

The market is right: The current decline in gold is not a temporary neutralization of the classical narrative 'gold
rises during war, but a rational price re-evaluation process based on fundamental macro fundamentals like
rising real interest rates and dollar strength. Solid employment data (ICSA: 202,000) delays Fed rate cuts,
keeping real interest rates (T10Y2Y) high and continuously increasing the opportunity cost of non-interest-
bearing gold. Therefore, even with war risks, gold's further correction (testing 4,800 dollars downside) is a result
correctly reflected by the market under a 'Risk-on Drag' environment where the dollar is preferred as the sole
safe-haven asset, and central bank buying is insufficient to revive upward momentum, only preventing a crash.

Rising real interest rates (T10Y2Y: 0.51% normalization) and solid employment (ICSA: 202,000) push back Fed rate cut expectations,
raising gold's opportunity cost. The phenomenon of the dollar (DXY) being preferred as a safe-haven asset despite war risks
temporarily replaces gold's safe-haven function, providing a strong macro basis justifying gold's price decline.

B (Market Wrong)

The market is wrong: The market is overreacting to 'rising real interest rates' and 'dollar strength,
underestimating gold's structural downside support (4,800 dollars) and overlooking the cumulative effect of
physical purchase demand from central banks and geopolitical risks. While ICSA: 202,000 means employment is
solid, poor consumer sentiment (UMCSENT: 56.6) suggests a leading indicator of economic recession, creating
an environment where the Fed will eventually be forced to cut rates. Therefore, gold's decline is just a
temporary liquidity shock; facing structural limits where rising real interest rates cannot be sustained, gold will
soon rebound and retake 5,000 dollars.

Poor consumer sentiment (UMCSENT: 56.6) is a signal that rising real interest rates are difficult to sustain, meaning the collapse of
the delayed rate cut narrative. Continuous gold reserve expansion by central banks like China forms a strong physical floor near
4,800 dollars, suggesting the market currently evaluates gold as oversold. War risks will act as a long-term gold buying factor beyond
short-term dollar preference.

Key Question: Will ICSA (Initial Claims) exceed 240,000 in the next 2 weeks, making labor market weakness clear and
resurfacing Fed rate cut expectations, or will solid employment data solidify rising real interest rates and dollar strength,
inducing further declines in gold?

Tensions

Despite geopolitical risks from the outbreak of war, dollar preference due to 'Risk-on' sentiment is dominant,
temporarily neutralizing gold's function as a safe-haven asset.
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Increased opportunity cost from receding Fed rate cut expectations acts as selling pressure on gold, while
continuous central bank buying forms strong downside rigidity near 4,800 dollars.
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In a macro environment where upward pressure on real interest rates dominates over slowing inflation, gold's
inflation hedge function has weakened, and solid employment data solidifies delays in rate cuts, acting as a factor
for further decline.

0.60

Narrative: Gold's store of value function is damaged by expectations of slowing inflation a
Reality: Solid employment data (ICSA) supports rising real interest rates, maintaining st

GOLD US10Y DXY




Alternatives
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In an environment where rising real interest rates and expectations of slowing inflation coexist, there is a risk of falling bond prices due to
rising nominal rates. However, under 'Risk-on' sentiment, it is a safe-haven asset that provides the most certain cash flow along with
dollar strength and can directly benefit from high yields (above 4.03%) due to delayed rate cuts. Especially, receding rate cut
expectations due to solid employment can act as bond selling pressure, but if gold price correction is excessive, it plays the role of 'high-
yield cash' with relatively high defensive power.
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Despite geopolitical risks, the 'Risk-on drag' regime where the dollar is preferred as a safe-haven asset continues, and solid employment
data and high real interest rates are core drivers supporting dollar strength. Even if gold's downside rigidity (near 4,800 dollars) is formed
by central bank purchases, in the current environment where upward pressure on real interest rates dominates, the dollar itself is likely
to act as the strongest store of value, gaining a relative advantage over gold.

TIP - O|= 271 S (TIPS)

In an environment where upward pressure on real interest rates dominates over slowing inflation, this is an alternative that can secure
interest income from rising real rates while hedging the risk of falling prices of general government bonds due to rising nominal rates.
Especially since 'rising real interest rates' are a major factor increasing the opportunity cost of gold, TIPS, which can generate returns by
directly reflecting rising real rates, can be the most efficient alternative asset when gold's inflation hedge function weakens.
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