Stock Angle @SsHorT

2026-03-05 - Conviction - MEDIUM

Verdict

Despite Middle East geopolitical risks (VIX 21.15 anxiety zone) and an unprecedented safe-haven
premium for gold at $5190, the market maintains a risk-on stance centered on tech stocks at the NDX
25093 level, based on a solid labor market (ICSA 212k) and Al growth narratives. Investors are reacting
sensitively to the possibility of Iranian negotiations, treating geopolitical fear as temporary noise, and
judging that the growth stock premium is justified even with US10Y at 4.08%.

Evidence is still lacking that the key invalidation condition of the previous judgment (3/4, winner=B, short
position) — 'two consecutive months of negative month-over-month real PCE growth' — has been met. PCE
21,474.9 remains high in absolute terms, and ICSA 212k is at a historical low, indicating the labor market's
strong defense of consumption. According to the view-switching friction rule, a change in direction is not
possible without meeting the invalidation of the previous judgment, so the direction of Hypothesis A (the
market is right) is maintained. Crucially, US10Y is showing a downward trend with a 1-month return of -4.54%,
weakening the premise of 'prolonged restrictive rates' in Hypothesis B as interest rate constraints are actually
easing. NDX saw only a slight adjustment of -0.97% over one month, recording a limited decline of -3.57% from
its peak, meaning actual downward pressure on stock prices is minimal compared to the anxiety of VIX 21.15.
RAG search results also confirm a historical pattern where consumer sentiment bottoms were actually positive
for stock returns over the following 12 months, suggesting that the contraction in UMCSENT 56.4 does not
immediately lead to a decline in asset prices.

Action: Maintain existing long exposure to SPX, while strengthening monitoring for gradual rebalancing in
preparation for increased volatility in the VIX 21 anxiety zone. Maintain current hedge weights for gold and the
dollar.

Invalidation: When the month-over-month growth rate of real PCE is confirmed to have turned negative
(negative growth) for two consecutive months.

Macro Picture

Regime: expansion

Key Themes: Middle East geopolitical risks and record surge in safe-haven assets (GOLD), Solid dip-buying centered
on the semiconductor and Al sectors, Increased volatility around the 1500 KRW/USD level amid prolonged high
interest rates

Dominant Narrative: Market anxiety exists as VIX rose to 21.15 due to concerns over the Middle East conflict and
the potential escalation of war with Iran, but risk-on/off sentiments are alternating, with the Nasdaq rebounding by
over 1% following reports of Iran's willingness to negotiate. Gold prices have soared to an unprecedented level of
$5190.5, maximizing hedge demand against inflation and geopolitical crises. Investors are still betting on the
growth potential of tech stocks like NDX 25093.68, even in a high-interest rate environment with US10Y at 4.08%.
Reality: FRED data showing ICSA at 212k (as of 2/21) and the T10Y2Y spread at 0.55 (as of 3/4) suggest robust
employment and an expansionary phase without recession. The January INDPRO of 102.34 and the Fed Beige
Book's 'modest growth' assessment support the resilience of the real economy, but persistent price pressures
shown by CPI 326.588 (Jan) are maintaining restrictive interest rate levels. UMCSENT 56.4 (Jan FRED, or Jan final if




Feb prelim is unavailable) shows that consumer sentiment remains contracted, indicating a gap between actual
economic trends and sentiment.

Hypotheses

A (Market Right)

The market is right — Geopolitical fear and safe-haven premiums are temporary noise; a risk-on stance centered
on tech stocks, combined with a solid real economy (ICSA 212k, INDPRO 102.34) and Al growth narratives, is
justified. Anxiety at VIX 21 is an excessive fear premium that will dissipate quickly if Iranian negotiations
progress, and the gold surge is structural demand from central bank buying and inflation hedging, not a signal
of an imminent recession.

In an expansionary phase, the historically low level of ICSA at 212k and the normalized yield curve of T10Y2Y at 0.55 prove the
strength of the real economy. The sentiment contraction in UMCSENT 56.4 is an extension of the 'sentiment-spending gap' pattern
observed in 2022-23 and is not translating into an actual slowdown in consumption. The high absolute level of PCE 21,474.9
supports this, and as long as the labor market continues to support consumption, the high valuation of NDX at 25000 is justified by
the Al structural growth premium. Geopolitical risk has a limited real impact path at the current WTI $74 level compared to the 2022
Russia-Ukraine war (WTI $120), and the market's immediate rebound on negotiation reports suggests fear was overpriced.

B (Market Wrong)

The market is wrong — The combination of contracted consumer sentiment (UMCSENT 56.4) and persistent
price pressure (CPI 326.588) makes a lagged slowdown in consumer spending imminent. Restrictive rates
(US10Y 4.08%) and currency stress from KRW/USD breaking 1500 are tightening financial conditions to a level
that cannot sustain NDX 25000 valuations. The unprecedented surge in gold to $5190 is a leading signal of
systemic instability, not just a simple hedge.

The gap between consumer sentiment and actual consumption (Tension Point 2, Intensity 0.60) cannot persist indefinitely;
historically, when UMCSENT stays below 60 for more than 6 months, it eventually converges to negative PCE growth. Inflation
stickiness shown by CPI 326.588 limits the Fed's room for rate cuts, prolonging the restrictive level of US10Y 4.08%, which deepens
EM currency stress like the KRW/USD 1500 break and compresses global liquidity. The simultaneous rise in Gold $5190 and VIX 21
reflects structural market anxiety over credit stress and rising real rates, rather than just a geopolitical premium, and the macro
fundamental deterioration path is active regardless of Iranian negotiations.

Key Question: Is the month-over-month growth rate of real PCE showing signs of slowing or turning negative, or is the
consumption momentum based on labor income supported by low ICSA levels still being maintained?

Tensions

Anxiety from the Middle East conflict (VIX 21.15) and preference for safe-haven assets (GOLD) are maximized, yet the
market reacts immediately to the possibility of Iranian negotiations, showing a risk-on stance centered on tech

stocks.
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Narrative: Fear from the spread of geopolitical crises and the need to move funds to safe-h
Reality: Nasdaq's 1%+ rebound in sensitive response to negotiation reports and solid dip-
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Key real economic indicators such as ICSA and INDPRO indicate a solid expansionary phase, but the Consumer
Sentiment Index (UMCSENT) is contracted around the 50 level, showing a severe gap between indicators and
perceived economic conditions.
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Narrative: Contracted consumer sentiment and concerns over an economic slowdown due to prol

Reality: An expansionary trend without recession shown by low jobless claims of 212k and
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Despite restrictive monetary conditions and high-interest rate pressure, such as the KRW/USD exchange rate

breaking 1500, tech indices remain above the 25000 level, justifying high valuations following the growth narrative.
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Narrative: Asset price correction pressure due to increased exchange rate volatility and hi




Reality: Optimistic bets on tech growth and high index levels persisting regardless of in
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Alternatives

QQQ - Invesco QQQ Trust (LIAEF100 ETF)

Based on a solid labor market and consumption resilience, the downward trend in US 10-year Treasury yields supports the growth
narrative of high-valuation tech stocks, providing further upward momentum.

GLD - SPDR Gold Shares (2 ETF)

Amid persistent demand for geopolitical risk aversion due to the Middle East conflict and rising VIX, gold benefits as the real opportunity
cost of holding it decreases due to the downward trend in Treasury yields.

TLT - iShares 20+ Year Treasury Bond ETF (0|2 &7| 2 ETF)

Directly benefits from the downward trend in US 10-year yields identified in the judgment rationale, performing both as an asset price
driver and a portfolio defense in a phase of easing high-interest rate constraints.
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