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Verdict

The market believes that rising real interest rates (currently DGS10 4.33% - T10YIE 2.34% = 1.99%) and
retreating rate cut expectations are structurally increasing the opportunity cost of gold, and the
16.43% plunge from the peak is a rational readjustment toward a new equilibrium. Selling positions
dominate under the judgment that a regime shift is underway where safe-haven demand moves to US
T-bills rather than gold, even at a VIX fear level of 29.27. However, there is also a perception that central
bank buying and DXY 100.09 dollar weakness may limit the speed of further declines.

This is a correct judgment in terms of direction, but confidence has been adjusted downward due to subtle
changes in key variables compared to the previous assessment. Crucially, in the latest FRED data, DGS10 fell
6bp from 4.39% to 4.33%, and T10YIE rose 3bp from 2.31% to 2.34%, causing real interest rates to retreat 9bp
from 2.08% to 1.99%. This indicates that real rates moved away from the 2.10% threshold, signaling a crack in
the core premise of Hypothesis A regarding 'solid upward momentum in real rates.' However, the gold price
itself has fallen further since the last assessment, currently at $4,444.6, and the downward trend continues
with a 1-month return of -15.03% and a drawdown from the peak of -16.43%. The US10Y remains at its peak
with a 0.0% drawdown, making the interest rate environment unfavorable for gold. The invalidation condition
of 'gold recovering to $4,800 within 2 weeks' has not been met, as it requires a rebound of over 8% from the
current $4,444.6. The inability to quantitatively verify the actual price support of the Central Bank Bid due to a
lack of significant recent data in RAG searches is an additional factor for the lower confidence.

Action: Maintain existing short positions on GOLD, but strengthen monitoring and refrain from expanding
positions given that real interest rates retreated 9bp from 2.08% to 1.99%. Check the direction of real interest
rates and the DGS10-T10YIE spread trend on a daily basis.

Invalidation: If real interest rates (DGS10 - T10YIE) fall below 1.80% within 2 weeks and maintain that level for
3 consecutive trading days.

Macro Picture

Regime: central_bank_bid
Key Themes: Safe-haven Betrayal Paradox, Central Bank Accumulation Floor, Stagflationary Pressure

Dominant Narrative: Recently, gold prices plummeted 17% from their peak (estimated at approximately $5,365),
spreading fear that the 'safe-haven asset during war' formula has been broken. Retreating expectations for Fed rate
cuts and a high-interest rate environment with the US10Y at 4.42% increased the opportunity cost of gold, pulling
prices below $5,000. However, strong buying from central banks like the People's Bank of China and dollar
weakness at the 100.09 level are acting as key support pillars preventing further declines.

Reality: High inflationary pressures indicated by CP1 327.46 and WTI at $96.53 are supporting the real value of gold,
but high real interest rates considering the US10Y at 4.42% and CPI are suppressing the upside. Despite market
uncertainty reaching an extreme with the VIX surging to 29.27, the 10-consecutive-day decline in gold prices
signifies a temporary departure from traditional correlations. The yield spread (T10Y2Y) at 0.46 and stable
employment figures with ICSA at 210,000 suggest that interest rate caution is dominating the gold market more
than recession fears.




Hypotheses

A (Market Right)

The market is right: The upward momentum of real interest rates at 2.08% structurally overwhelms the
opportunity cost of gold, and central bank buying and geopolitical premiums cannot prevent price declines in a
high-interest rate environment. Gold is exposed to further downward pressure below $5,000, and the 10-day
decline is a rational readjustment toward a new equilibrium price.

Real interest rates are at 2.08%, just 2bp away from the invalidation threshold of 2.10%, showing solid upward momentum, and the
lack of a reversal signal as the US10Y drawdown from its peak is only -1.46%. The fall of gold despite VIX at 29.27 signifies the
structural disappearance of the geopolitical premium, and a regime shift is underway where safe-haven demand is moving to US T-
bills (cash equivalents). Since central bank buying is tens of tons monthly compared to daily market volume (thousands of tons in
futures/ETFs), its price-setting power is limited, so downward pressure prevails as long as rate caution persists.

B (Market Wrong)

The market is wrong: The 2.08%-2.10% real interest rate range is a historical bottom-forming zone for gold, and
combined with structural central bank buying (Central Bank Bid) and dollar weakness (DXY 100.09), an oversold
rebound is imminent at current price levels. The 10-day decline is a fear-driven overshoot, and gold will show a
sharp V-shaped recovery if stagflation risks resurface.

The key is whether real interest rates break above 2.10%. If inflation pressure from CP1327.46 and WTI $96.53 pulls up inflation
expectations (T10YIE) again, real rates may fail to break the threshold and pull back. DXY has already entered a weak zone at 100.09,
and if the dollar-gold inverse correlation normalizes, downside support for gold will strengthen. Also, while stable employment
(ICSA 210,000) delays Fed rate cuts, if market stress at the VIX 29.27 level persists, expectations for a Fed dovish pivot could re-
emerge, triggering a rate drop and gold rebound.

Key Question: Will real interest rates (DGS10 - T1OYIE) break above and settle at the 2.10% threshold, or will they pull back
due to rebounding inflation expectations and Fed pivot hopes, triggering an oversold rebound in gold?

Tensions

The phenomenon where the traditional safe-haven asset formula is not working, as gold prices fell for 10
consecutive days despite the VIX surging to 29.27 due to heightened geopolitical risks.
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Narrative: Gold should act as a last resort and defend prices due to increased war concerns
Reality: High real interest rates based on the US10Y at 4.42% overwhelmed the opportunity
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A divergence has occurred between the belief that strong central bank buying forms a downside support level and
the actual downward price pressure in the market.
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Narrative: Expectations that the 'Central Bank Bid' from institutions like the People's Ban
Reality: Despite central bank purchases, the 10-consecutive-day decline continues due to
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Gold's inflation hedge function has weakened despite stagflation risks indicated by WTI at $96.53 and CPI at 327.46.
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Narrative: The real value of gold as a physical asset should be highlighted amid high infla
Reality: Stable employment data (ICSA 210,000) offsets recession fears, and monetary tigh
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Alternatives

UUP - PowerShares DB US Dollar Index Bullish Fund

In a situation where the safe-haven formula for gold is broken despite geopolitical risks, the US dollar, combined with a high-interest rate
environment, serves as a practical global safe haven and liquidity sink.

USO - United States Oil Fund (WTI)




Amid rising stagflation risks and geopolitical tensions, demand shifts to energy assets directly linked to the real economy and prices,
instead of gold, whose inflation hedge function has weakened.

TIPS - iShares TIPS Bond ETF (278 S&#)

In a period where inflation expectations (T10YIE) rise and real interest rates fall, this provides both inflation protection and Treasury
stability as an alternative to gold, which is in a downward trend.
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